STORY:GOD

/ﬁe Big Idea - We can trust in the providence of God, no Wee&
matter our circumstances.

Last week we talked about the dysfunctional family situation of Jacob and Esau. We
saw that God can work through our sinful situations for his good. And in spite of our
sinful acts, nothing can derail God’s redemptive plan.

In our story today we are going to learn about Joseph. Joseph had a rough life growing up. He was
sold into slavery by his brothers, falsely accused of “making a move” on his bosses wife, and sat in a
jail for a couple years. Throughout all these circumstances, Joseph never once questioned God or
gave up on his faith. He continued to have faith in the Lord, and God used him in a mighty way. God
used Joseph’s circumstances to save his entire family. The same brothers that sold him into slavery,

@saved by Joseph. Surely we can trust in the providence of God, no matter our circumstances!/

Immediate Observations from the Text [Genesis 37-39,41-50]




e How does the story of Joseph point to Jesus?

e How do you react when things don’t go your way, or the way you planned?
e How does Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 23:12, relate to this story?

e Are we quick to forgive others, or do we hold grudges?

o What difficult situation are you dealing with right now? How is God using that situation to bring

\ him glory? /

amily Times

At Crosslink we want to build strong families of faith. Scriptures teach us that there are some
natural rhythms of life. Deuteronomy 6:7 gives us this prescription for training our children:
"Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” (HCSB) Here are some ideas of the
way you can communicate this week’s Big Idea to your children [grandchildren]:

Morning Time - This is a great time to teach your kids about the Lord. Before your kids go to school, ask
them if there are kids that they do not get along with at school. Ask them how they respond to those kids. Re-
mind them that Joseph forgave his brothers, even though they tried to kill him. Pray for your kids heart and
teach them about forgiveness.

Drive Time - While traveling in your car it is a good time to talk to your children about spiritual matters.
Jesus often used object lessons to drive home a point to His followers. Point out the signs on the road and ask
your kids why they are there. (To tell you where you are or where you want to go. To give direction.) Tell
them that God uses our circumstances in the same way. We should always be pointing others and ourselves to
Jesus.

Meal Time - Plan to spend one meal time around the “Story of God” for this week. This week is a wonderful
opportunity to give thanks to God for His provision. Plan to share a story about a difficult circumstance in your
life, that the Lord used for good. Reflect on how God uses tough situations, to teach us something about Him.
Teach your kids that no matter what happens, God is in control. We can trust him, even when we might not
understand everything that is happening. His plan is better than ours!

Bed Time - As you tuck your kids into bed each night reflect on the day. Talk about ways they saw God
provide for them. Go over the Family Memory Verse for the week and then pray with them. Pray they
will see the provision of almighty God in their lives, and they would always give Him thanks.

This Weeks Family Memory Verse
"As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good...” Genesis 50.:20a



STORYerGOD

/ﬁe Big Idea - God is greater than our abilities! Weekm
2
=

gave up on his faith, and he knew that the Lord was going to use him in a mighty way. God used Jo-

Last week we talked about the story of Joseph. We learned that regardless of the
circumstances surrounding Joseph’s life, he continued to be faithful to God. He never

seph to save his entire family, and move his family to Egypt.

In our story today we learn about a guy named Moses. The story of Moses again shows the amazing
providence of God. He was spared from death as a child, and grew up in the royal house of Pharaoh.
When Moses grew up, he witnessed a Hebrew being mistreated and ended up killing an Egyptian. He
had to flee to Midian. While in Midian, Moses became a shepherd. One day while tending to his flock,

\ﬁes had an amazing encounter with God. Moses found out that serving God would change hiinfy
orever.

Immediate Observations from the Text [Exodus 1-4]




/Apply Within \

e What excuses are you most likely to use when God asked you to do something?
e Why do you think that God told Moses to “not come closer in 3:5”?

e When Moses is hesitant to go in v. 11, how does God respond? How does this apply to our
salvation?

e God told Moses to tell the Elders of Israel that the Lord has appeared to him. Are you able to tell
other about things that God has done in your life?
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amily Times

At Crosslink we want to build strong families of faith. Scriptures teach us that there are some
natural rhythms of life. Deuteronomy 6:7 gives us this prescription for training our children:
"Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” (HCSB) Here are some ideas of the
way you can communicate this week’s Big Idea to your children [grandchildren]:

Morning Time - The morning time is a great opportunity to talk about spiritual things with your kids. One
morning, while getting ready, ask your kids about the shoes that they are wearing. Remind them that Moses
was asked to take off his shoes, when he heard the voice of God. Ask your kids why God told Moses to take off
his shoes. Take the time to talk to your kids about the holiness of God. Lastly, introduce this week’s memory
verse.

Drive Time - While traveling in your car it is a good time to talk to your children about spiritual matters.
Jesus often used object lessons to drive home a point to His followers. While traveling in your car, play a
familiar CD or a familiar radio station. When a song comes on that your kids know, ask your kid to identify the
singer/band. Ask them if they recognize the band or singer. Talk to them about how we can pick up familiar
voices and sounds, especially when we are listening to them. Let them know that it is the same way with God.
We hear God'’s voice most clearly through the bible and prayer (both talking and listening to God).

Meal Time - Meal times are a great opportunity to hang out with your family. One thing that we learn from
the story of Moses is the fact that God chooses to use people in order to accomplish his purposes. Ask your
kids why God chooses to use us to accomplish his purposes. Tell them about a time when God used you to

accomplish something for Him. Encourage them to be willing to serve the Lord!

Bed Time - As you tuck your kids into bed each night reflect on the day. Talk about ways they saw God
provide for them. Go over the Family Memory Verse for the week and then pray with them. Pray they
will see the provision of almighty God in their lives, and they would always give Him thanks.

This Weeks Family Memory Verse
"God said to Moses, 'Tam who I am.’..." Exodus 3:14a



