STORYerGOD

6e Big Idea Weekh

God created creation. Therefore, you can trust Him!

Last Sunday was ten years since 9-11. It was on that day that terrorism took on a whole new mean-
ing for Americans. Fear griped the hearts of this great nation. Ten years later we would hope that
we are more secure than we were then. I'm not sure if that is accurate or not. One thing | do know.
Fear still grips the hearts of most of us today. It can come in the form of terrorism, the potential of
category five hurricanes hitting our coast, another earthquake, no jobs, the economy collapsing, or
Q idea that the world could end in 2012. As God’s people how do we handle fear? This morning/

we learn how “the beginnings” have an important lesson for us to learn and apply.

Immediate Observations from the Text (Genesis 1)




For further reading on "The Beginnings” see: Genesis 1-3, Ezekiel 28, Psalm 8, Job 38, Isaiah 14, 2 Peter 2,
Jude 1:6, Revelation 12.

ﬁpply Within \

What are your greatest fears today?
How should the fact that God is our creator change your fears?
How does knowing you don't have to be in control relieve your fears?

How does knowing that God controls the world’s destiny and yours bring you comfort?

\- /

. Family Times
' At Crosslink we want to build strong families of faith. Scriptures teach us that there are some
inatural rhythms of life. Deuteronomy 6:7 gives us this prescription for training our children:

' "Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” (HCSB) Here are some ideas of the
Eway you can communicate this week'’s Big Idea to your children [grandchildren]:

E Morning Time - Take a few minutes over breakfast or when you are dropping your kids off at school to .
' pray with them about not being afraid. In your prayer acknowledge that they don't have to be afraid because i
Ewe can trust our creator God! Introduce the Family Memory Verse for the week. Repetition is key! !
E Drive Time - Often while driving you will cross over a bridge. Use this time to talk to your kids about how |
1 we trust that every time we cross this bridge the creator made a good creation. Use this conversation to then E
1 talk about God's creation and how it was created good and we can trust Him! You can also play songs that !
' reinforce trusting in God. [You can find great resources for this at rethinkgroup.org/store] i

 Meal Time - Plan to share at one meal time this week the “Story of God” for this week. This week it hap-
Epens to be the BEGINNINGS. Share in story form how God created [you can refer to your Life Group notes].
' Use this time to reinforce the idea that God created creation. Therefore, you can trust Him!

' Bed Time - As you tuck your kids into bed each night reflect on the day, go over the Family Memory Verse
rand then pray with them.

This Weeks Family Memory Verse
"O, LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.” Psalm 8:1 [ESV]



STORYe:GOD

/ The First Humans: The Imago Dei \
Week 2

The Big Idea

We were created to reflect the image of God almighty!

Last week we learned that creator God is the greatest and we don’t have to fear

because He is all powerful. He simply spoke our world into existence. He is in control

and we are not! So, we don’t have to worry or fear about our lives. We trust Him! | hope you spent
some time talking to your children about creator God being in control and how we can trust Him.

This morning we are focusing on the first humans. There are several characters in this narrative, but
the main character is our great God. He created [Bara] the first humans; Adam and Eve and then

said it was “very good.” He created them in His own likeness to reflect the image of God. This
&orning we will be talking about how we can effectively reflect “the imago dei.” /

Immediate Observations from the Text (Genesis 1:26-27; 2:1-6 & 2:21-25)




For further reading on "The First Humans” see: Genesis 1-2, Job 38:4-7, Psalm 8, Psalm 103:19-22,
Isaiah 45:18, 2 Peter 2:5, Jude 1:6

/Apply Within \

What were some ways you trusted God last week?

What are some characteristics of a good relationship?

How does being created in the image of God affect our relationships?

What can you do today that can help you reflect the image of God better in your life?

Since God is pursuing a relationship with you....what do you think God desires from you?

\_

. Family Times :
'At Crosslink we want to build strong families of faith. Scriptures teach us that there are some E
:natural rhythms of life. Deuteronomy 6:7 gives us this prescription for training our children: |
' "Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when you walk E

E along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” (HCSB) Here are some ideas of the
:way you can communicate this week'’s Big Idea to your children [grandchildren]:

.
- Mornlng Time - Take a few minutes over breakfast or while taking your kids to school to talk to them about

' how God is pursuing a relationship with them. Talk to them about what it takes to have a relationship with
.someone and how having a relationship with Jesus Christ is the ultimate relationship!

' Drive Time - While traveling in your car it is a good time to talk to your children about spiritual matters.
'Jesus often used object lessons to drive home a point to His followers. This week you can start by talking to
1 your kids about a friendship or relationship they have with someone at school. Ask them why that friendship/
E relationship is so important to them? Give them time to respond. Talk to them about how those relationships
'will one day end on this earth, but God sent His Son to have an eternal relationship with us. He has been
1 pursuing that relationship with us before we were born. [Jer 1:5] [You can also play songs that reinforce God
1 being our friend. [You can find great resources for this at rethinkgroup.org/store]

1 Meal Time - Plan to share at one meal time around the “Story of God” for this week. This week it happens to
E be the First Humans: The Imago Dei. Share the story how God created you and wants a relationship with
Eyou. [Refer to your Life Group notes]. Use this time to talk about having a personal relationship with Christ
1and the importance of reflecting His image. [Testimony time! This is a great time to share your testi-

' mony of coming to Christ and how you seek to reflect the “image of God.” [* A mirror is a good object lesson. ]

for the week and then pray with them. Pray they will become disciples of Jesus Christ.

 Bed Time - As you tuck your kids into bed each night reflect on the day, go over the Family Memory Verse !

This Weeks Family Memory Verse
"So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him,
male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:27 [ESV]



